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Concordia is a Dutch   -  Australian Social  Club  -  established in 1957 

January - February 2012  

To all our  

Readers  
 

a very  

Blessed  

 

Festive  

Season 
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Any of the above information, wrong or out of date, please contact the editor at your earliest convenience,  
we will be able to change or make an alteration immediately in the interest of our members. 

 

DISCLAIMER: This Concordia news is produced as an information service only without assuming responsibility.  
It is intended for information sharing and general purposes only. Views expressed in articles and letters printed are those 

of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of the Dutch Society. Any advice offered or given 
should not be relied on as a substitute for professional advice. Concordia is completely neutral, does not belong to any 

religious or political organisation and only acts in the general and neutral interests of all our current members.  
 

Concordia geeft onpartijdig nieuws, zonder gebonden te zijn aan enige staatkundige partij, kerkelijke richting of belangen en 

gemeenschap, wij werken uitsluitend in dienst van Concordiaôs eigen social belang. 

President:: Antonia Somerville Phone: 4958 1552 

Vice-President: Joop de Wit Phone/Fax:  4954 5227 -  Mobile: 0412 671 848 - email:  concordia@live.com.au  

Treasurer: Lucia Reynders Phone:  4958 3562 - email: lreynder1@bigpond.com 

Secretary & Editor: Joop de Wit Phone/Fax:  4954 5227 -  Mobile: 0412 671 848 - email: concordia@live.com.au 

DUTCH SOCIETY ñCONCORDIAò  EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

CONCORDIA COMMITTEE MEMBERS:    2011 - 2012 

òMARMONG POINTó 
  INSTUIF GROUP  

Every Thursday - commencing at 10-00am 
Address: 16 High Street, Marmong Point 
Organisers: Foppe and Alice Brouwer      Phone:     4953 0607 
Treasurer:  Lucia Reynders                        Phone:     4958 3562 

òCENTRAL COASTó 
  INSTUIF GROUP  

Central Coast Instuif meets every last Thursday of the Month.  
Further information Christina van Arendonk.  Ph: 4325 5734 

DUTCH RADIO BROADCAST 
NEWCASTLE  2NUR 103.7 FM 

Dutch Language Broadcast - Every second Tuesday - starting 
after the news at 7.00 till 8.00pm - Program information dates in this issue. 
Presenter and organiser: Mr. Joop de Wit. For further information:   
Phone (02) 4954 5227  email: multiculturalpresenters2nur@gmail.com   
2NURFM Website: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/services/2nur/ 

Bi-Monthly NEWSLETTER OF     
THE DUTCH SOCIETY  
òCONCORDIAó   

Editor:  Joop de Wit, 24 Gertrude Street, Cardiff South NSW 2285  
Phone / Fax: (02) 4954 5227  Mobile 0412 671848 
email:  concordia@live.com.au  

DUTCH CONSULATE GENERAL 
SYDNEY N.S.W. 

Netherlands Consulate-General in Sydney - Level 23, Tower 2,  
Westfield Bondi Junction - 101 Grafton Street  
(cnr. Grosvenor Street) Bondi Junction NSW 2022 -  
Postal address: PO Box 261 - Bondi Junction  NSW  1355.  
Tel: (02) 9387 6644   Fax: (02) 9387 3962  - email: syd@minbuza.nl 

Jan Mees             9787 1984          Mary King             4955 6451 Theresia Garner   4982 6650 

Nel de Groot       4961 5270  Anja de Hoop       4982 6730  Anne Pelzer   4975 4062 

Anne Beckers     4951 3971 Mieke Gerritsen   4967 5579     

Anne Stevens     4947 2471 Emmy Wolthers   4954 8418   
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W e are at the close of another year and it is our pleasure to present this special Christmas and New Year issue to our Concordia members.  
 

It has been a tough year for many, including my own personal health. By 

the time of reading this I have well and truly started my cancer trial. This 

trial involves Hormone, Radiation and Chemo treatments. I feel like a real guinea pig. 

I sometimes distinctly remember the words of Gloria Gaynor while undergoing the 

treatment, ñI will surviveò Some of the sentences keep turning around in my head like: 

ñAt first I was afraid I was petrifiedò so started the song and a little further; ñDid I  

crumble, did you think I'd lay down and die? Oh no, not I, I will survive. I've got all my life 

to live, I've got all my love to give and I'll survive, I will survive. Hey hey. I spent oh so many 

nights Just feeling sorry for myself. I used to cry But now I hold my head up high.ò Yes 

these words keep on circling around, I have faced many tough trials during my life, I 

will promise you, I will survive this one as well. I must thank so many people that have 

written, phoned and emailed me during the past few months, words cannot begin to 

tell how lucky Iôm to have so many people that care for and about me, especially my 

loved ones, my family in Holland, my Ozzie friends and you, our Concordia family. 
 

This issue will also contain Foppe Brouwers last meditation. We all know that Foppe 

and his wife Alice are not very well either, their health also leaves a lot to be desired, 

We must thank Foppe in particular for the many up-building stories and meditations 

over many years. Also Foppeôs usual Christmas and Easter messages on the Dutch 

radio show on 2NURFM will no longer be spoken by him. We are very grateful for our 

pastorôs passionate wisdom. Many people have been strengthened by the many stories, 

some have found new hope in their lives. Foppe & Alice, we salute you both. May the 

Instuif and Concordia still have the pleasure of your company for many years to come. 

Please listen to your doctorôs advice and make the most that has been given to you. 

Iôm sure I can speak on behalf of all the members in saying óFoppe and Alice, you are 2 

wonderful people and treasures, our community owes you a lot of gratitude for all you have 

done in the interest of many, THANK you BOTH from the bottom of our hearts.ô 
 

I certainly look forward to the many challenges that may present themselves during 

the next 12 monthôs, We will be continuously looking to improve Concordia and our 

commitment to all our members including those that have an appreciation for all our 

work in the community at large. You only have to present yourselves as a member at 

all our functions. Whatever you do, stay positive and you will keep your friends. 
 

We were again amazed at the fantastic roll-up at our last St. Nicholas function in the 

park on Saturday 3rd December. A total of around 400 people gathered again to enjoy 

Hollandôs biggest traditional feast, We will do it all again on Saturday 1st December 

2012. So have a look over the next few pages and let your mind explore all the stories 

in this brand new issue of the Concordia newsletter. May I be given the strength to 

create many more issues in the future for the welfare of our Dutch community.  

-ÅÒÒÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃ ΰήίΰ. Your editor Joop. 
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From the Presidents Desk - Toni Somerville  

D  ear Members, Once again we were fortunate with the weather at our St Nicholas function on Saturday the 3rd of December. It was a fantastic 

day with family groups enjoying the festivities under the trees. Thank 

you to all the parents and grandparents for keeping this wonderful Dutch tradition 

alive in our area. Word gets about because some families travelled from the Central 

Coast and other areas for this special annual event for the first time. They told me 

how much they enjoyed the day and that ñWeôll be back next yearò. Again around 400 

people attended this large celebration. 
 

174 small Dutch flags were handed out to as many children in attendance on the day. 

These special flags were especially flown in from the Netherlands, they were in huge 

demand when our St. Nicholasôs arrival was imminent. How cool did Sinterklaas look 

when he arrived in an open top black Mercedes, driven by Henk Pelzer, kindly lent by 

Anne and Henk Pelzerôs daughter Yvonne. Thank you very much Yvonne and Henk. The 

7 Pieten stood on the back of a decorated ute, lent and driven by Theo van Bezouwen. 

Many thanks to Theo for his annual assistance. Our St. Nicholas and Pieten looked 

resplendent and mingled with the crowd after their very long journey from Holland. 

The Black Pieters handed out many ókruidnootjesô and sweets. St. Nicholas was kept 

busy handing out gifts to all the children and called the huge toy raffle with patience. 

With great grace , St. Nicholas and his Pieten posed for many photographs with chil-

dren and adults for the family photo album. The crowd enjoyed listening to our 

mature members, Henk Pelzer, Henk Phillippa, Kees de Boer, Joop Geerlof, Map 

Haasnoot and Niels de Groot singing some traditional St. Nicholas songs. Well done 

gentleman, thank you very much. St. Nicholas was also very impressed with the skills 

of our budding artists who entered the colouring in competition. The Pieten gave 

medals to the children who had entered, and said that they did a great job. All too 

soon it was time for the Saint and his helpers to leave. Our heartfelt thanks for your 

kindness and patience, you were just fantastic. We look forward to your return in 

2012. Weôve already booked the next St. Nicholas day for Saturday1st December 2012, 

same time and of course the same convenient place. 
 

Joop, our Concordia secretary & PR entertainment guru showed us the official arrival 

of St. Nicholas in the Netherlands (Dordrecht) on a large screen inside the pavilion.  

Also shown were many pictures from earlier St. Nicholas functions. Joop in turn 

played the most appropriate music during the kids & adult games as to make it more  

authentic. He brings all his own personal electronic equipment and organises all the 

music and video. He is also quick to respond in advertising the many goodies on offer 

during the appropriate times. Thanks Joop, you are so very professional in all you do.  
 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped in any way towards the huge success of our 

festivities, we couldnôt have done it without you. The likes of Johanna and Henry 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Blessed is the season which engages the whole world  
 

in a conspiracy of love.  

Louwen who helped set up the gazebo, tables and along with Tina Cooper kept very 

busy with many tasks. Also all profit from their óSnow Coneô van was donated to our 

Concordia. Gerrit Brouwer from Butterworth donated the beautiful fresh bread for the 

barbecue including a large donation. Alex de Wit donated 50% percentage of the sale 

of his chilli sauces. I thank you all very much on behalf of the committee, you are all 

so generous & kind. Thank you to Jeanette, Kees, Henk and all the helpers who cooked 

and served up a delicious sausage sandwich. 
 

Our Joni Gerritsen donated many beautiful toys again this year. Her mother Mieke, 

now in aged care, was unable to attend due to her arthritis, her daughter Joni was 

however everywhere; she is amazing and a very special lady. We so appreciate all you 

have done for us, plus you also sold so many raffle tickets. Thank you too so very 

much Joni. Thanks' must also go to Anne Pelzer for selling raffle tickets and many 

other tasks performed during the day. 
 

Gabby and Joop looked after the raffle prizes in the Pavilion, Anne Stevens & Lobke de 

Boer manned the coffee/tea and drinks stall. Homemade banket staven & almond 

filled slices were in great demand, Anne and Lobke were therefore kept very busy. 

Emmy Wolthers was also kept busy twisting up the butts of the many raffle tickets sold.  
 

Our committee members Theresia and Anja were flat out with the poffertjes again. 

They were both assisted by Anne Beckers, Maria Richardson and Mary Hartnett. The  

poffertjes are so delicious and are always in great demand. óThank youô ladies.  
 

I noticed many children with their faces beautifully painted. I was told there was a 

line up of children waiting, as it was very popular. Thank you to everyone who 

stepped in to make the children happy by having their faces painted by you. óThank 

youô to Shelley and the two helpers for your help with the games. Iôm so glad you have 

promised to help out again next year. You are very good and a great inspiration to the 

children. Wish I was as fit as you. 
 

Two people who rarely receive a mention are John and Steve who always set up and  

dismantle the St. Nicholas marquee every year, a very delicate & tedious job. They 

also help Joop in setting up with all his electronic gear. A huge óThank Youô from the 

committee gentleman. Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets and  

congratulations to the lucky winners. We truly appreciate your support. There are 

however a couple of lost property items which you can claim by calling our Treasurer 

Lucia on 4958 3562. 
 

To the committee, volunteers and all the kind people who lent us different items my 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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It is not the gift, but the thought that counts.  

The end of dual nationality for Dutch people?  
The Dutch government recently proposed changes in the law that would severely 

limit the possibility of having multiple nationalities ï not only for the Dutch abroad, 

but also for their children and former Dutchmen (for whom it would be harder to regain 

the Dutch nationality). 
 

Representatives of the Dutch organization www.worldconnectors.nl in cooperation 

with local branches of Dutch political parties from New York (including VVD, which 

is currently in government), started a petition urging the Dutch parliament to not adopt 

this bill. This petition (sorry, in Dutch only) can be viewed and signed here:  
http://nederlandersoverzee.petities.nl/  

Please sign and forward this petition to as many people you know that might be 

affected! For further information, partially in English, we kindly refer you to the 

following sites: http://tinyurl.com/62vgod3 & http://NederlanderBlijven.com 

This initiative already received much, much coverage in leading Dutch newspapers, 

radio stations, blogs and social media. Editor 

heartfelt thanks. We could not create such a successful day without you. I think you 

are all generous and kind and Iôm most appreciative. Job well done everyone!!  

Especially to you Lucia.  
 

There was also very little rubbish left on the grounds after everyone was leaving. It 

was nice to see that most cleaned up afterwards, it made our task of cleaning the 

grounds and the pavilion so much easier.  Congratulations to a great crowd who 

continually make our annual St. Nicholas such a special Dutch event. 

 

If members are interested in a bus trip to Kurri Kurri for a guided mural tour would 

you please contact Anne Pelzer on 49754062. It is on 14th March 2012, more info in 

this issue 
 

Heartfelt thoughts go out to our members who have lost a loved one this year. To our 

members who are battling ill health and sickness this year, our kind thoughts and 

prayers are with you. Our Secretary & Editor Joop de Wit is currently battling the big 

C for an aggressive Prostrate Cancer, Joop started receiving Chemo, Hormone and 

Radiation treatment since Monday the 5th December, he will be on a special trial  for 

the next 7 months. We wish you great strength and a complete recovery in the end.  
 

This has been a long report and I hope I havenôt left anyone out. Please accept my 

apologies if I have, as itôs not done intentionally. 
 

I end by wishing you and your loved ones special Christmas moments to share, to 

enjoy and to remember. "ÅÓÔ ×ÉÓÈÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÇÏÏÄ ÈÅÁÌÔÈȟ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÁÆÅ ΰήίΰȢ 

If travelling, travel safely during the holidays. Until next time, take care, Toni                                         

(Continued from page 5) 
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CONCORDIA = Vrede  
 

met een vleugje ôgezelligheidõ 

 

Met Kerst krijg je een kerstgroet van de redacteur! 
 

H  
erinnering aan vroeger komen vaak boven bij mij nu het zo tegen de kerst 

aanloopt. Met zijn allen naar de nachtmis om de geboorte van Jezus te vieren. 

Of was het omdat het moest die kerkgang. Ja, ik was nu eenmaal van een 

katholieke afkomst. Zelfs was ik voor vele jaren misdienaar, acoliet & koster in onze  

parochiekerk. Prachtige kerstdiensten heb ik mogen meemaken. Luisteren naar de 

mooie Latijnse gezang en al die bekende en zelfs beroemde kerstliedjes die wij nu 

nog heel goed herinneren. Er hing een lucht van wierook in de kerk. Al die mooie 

kerststukken, wat een werk. De prachtige grote kerststal met het engeltje dat zo 

waardig met haar hoofdje knikte als men een cent in het gleufje gooide. Het naar huis 

lopen in het midden van de kerstnacht, ijskoud was het soms. Menigmaal heb ik ook 

een witte kerst beleefd. Je kijkt voor je uit in het donker van de nacht. Bij het verlaten 

van de kerk sla je nadenkend een kruis met het soms ijskoude wijwater. Diep in de 

nacht verlaat je ZIJN huis. Met een heerlijk en voldaan kerstgevoel ging ik heen en 

onderweg naar huis krijgt men een gezegende kerstgroet van menigeen. Thuis stond 

een kribbetje onder de boom. Mooie sterretjes schitterden op zwakstroom. Ballen 

weerkaatste het vele kleurrijke licht. Een volle kerstboom is een mooi gezicht. Voor 

een moment is er dan het warme intieme gevoel. Gods warmte is dat wat ik bedoel. 

Hij wilde je zeggen, ik ben er voor jou IK laat je nooit in de kou. Ja, zoiets vergeet 

men nooit, en nu, zovele jaren later wanneer we wat ouder en wijzer zijn geworden 

denk ik vaker aan die onbezonnen en heerlijke kindertijd. Ik hoop daarom dat ook 

HIJ mij nu niet in de kou zal laten staan nu ik dit zo hard nodig heb om een genezing 

te verkrijgen van een verschrikkelijke ziekte. Vele mensen lijden onder het juk van 

ziek zijn of zijn soms diep ongelukkig over het verlies van een dierbare. Het leven 

kan soms erg wreed zijn, maar we moeten door of we willen of niet, er is geen keuze. 
 

Tegenwoordig is er helaas heel veel veranderd in onze samenleving, alles draaid 

meestal om geld en cadeautjes. Kinderhandjes zijn niet zo gauw meer gevuld, velen 

moeten maandenlang hun schulden, die zij hebben gemaakt om kinderen gelukkig te 

maken, afbetalen. Ja, zo is het vieren van het Kerstfeest niet meer zoals vroeger, ik 

mis die tijd, zij komt nooit meer. Alleen in onze gedachten kunnen wij die tijd blijven 

vasthouden, ik zal dat ook zeker doen! 

Mag ik hierbij het volgende voor U neerschrijven;   

 

Een glimlach en een fijn gevoel. Geluk voor alle mensen. We wensen geen oorlog en geen ruzie 
meer, maar vrede voor de mensen. We wensen een wereld die vol vrienden is en liefde tussen 

mensen. We wensen, een beetje troost, een beetje hulp, en licht voor alle mensen.  
Een kind brengt ons een nieuwe tijd. We kunnen verder gaan. Straks worden onze wensen waar. 

Wie weet, misschien we zullen zien - wel in het Nieuwe Jaar. Gezellige Kerstdagen allemaal  
en een zeer voorspoedig en een gezegend en vooral gezond nieuw jaar voor alle lezers, Joop 
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The òFestive Seasonó Specials are available at Bibina. 
 

Come and visit us again and again to enjoy the many special  
 

delicacies from around the world, fresh and some daily delivered.  
 

We also have many Dutch specials for this Festive Season.  
 

-  all Specials only until sold out -  
 

Bibina wishes you all the joy of the season and a splendid 2012 
 

Bibina specialises in a variety of fully imported Dutch Cheeses  
 

Gouda Cheese, Edam Cheese, Maasdam Cheese and much more! 

Cheeses for breakfast or lunch, delicious on a sandwich.  
 

Enjoy a piece of cheese with a glass of wine on New Years eve.  

What a lovely treat & to all a Happy New Year of course!  

Shop at Bibina for that special delicacy from any corner of the globe. 

355 HILLSBOROUGH ROAD - WARNERS BAY   2282 
Phone: 02-4954 6044  Fax: 02-4954 7299 

Trading Hours; Monday To Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 8.30am to 4.00pm - Sunday 10.00am - 3.00pm 

We have a variety  
 

of  many Specials  
 

during this special  
 

 Festive Season  

 

 

Youõve got to come  

 

in to believe it!  




