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Concordia is a Dutch   -  Australian Social  Club  -  established in 1957 

November - December 2011 

You may join us  

on Saturday  

3rd December  

at Marmong Park  
  

Festivities  

commence  

around midday.  
 

òWie zoet is  

krijgt lekkers!ó 
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Any of the above information, wrong or out of date, please contact the editor at your earliest convenience,  
we will be able to change or make an alteration immediately in the interest of our members. 

 

DISCLAIMER: This Concordia news is produced as an information service only without assuming responsibility.  
It is intended for information sharing and general purposes only. Views expressed in articles and letters printed are those 

of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policy of the Dutch Society. Any advice offered or given 
should not be relied on as a substitute for professional advice. Concordia is completely neutral, does not belong to any 

religious or political organisation and only acts in the general and neutral interests of all our current members.  
 

Concordia geeft onpartijdig nieuws, zonder gebonden te zijn aan enige staatkundige partij, kerkelijke richting of belangen en 

gemeenschap, wij werken uitsluitend in dienst van Concordiaôs eigen social belang. 

DUTCH SOCIETY  ñCONCORDIAò  EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

President:  Antonia Somerville Phone: 4958 1552 

Vice-President: Joop de Wit Phone/Fax:  4954 5227 -  Mobile: 0412 671 848 - email:  concordia@live.com.au  

Treasurer: Lucia Reynders Phone:  4958 3562 - email: lreynder1@bigpond.com 

Secretary & Editor: Joop de Wit Phone/Fax:  4954 5227 -  Mobile: 0412 671 848 - email: concordia@live.com.au 

CONCORDIA COMMITTEE MEMBERS:    2011 - 2012 

  

  INSTUIF GROUP  
ñMARMONG POINTò 

Every Thursday - commencing at 10-00am 
Address: 16 High Street, Marmong Point 
Organisers: Foppe and Alice Brouwer     4953 0607 
Treasurer:  Lucia Reynders               4958 3562 

CENTRAL COAST  

DUTCH GROUP INSTUIFò  

Central Coast Instuif meets every last Thursday of the Month.  
Further information Christina van Arendonk.  Ph: 4325 5734 

DUTCH RADIO BROADCAST 

NEWCASTLE  2NUR 103.7 FM 

Dutch Language Broadcast - Every second Tuesday - starting 
after the news at 7.00 - 8.00pm - Program information dates page 16 
Presenter and organiser: Mr. Joop de Wit. For further information  
Phone/Fax: (02) 4954 5227   
email: multiculturalpresenters2nur@gmail.com   
2NUR Website: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/services/2nur/ 

NEWSLETTER OF THE DUTCH 

SOCIETY CONCORDIA  Bi-Monthly  

Editor:  Joop de Wit, 24 Gertrude Street, Cardiff South NSW 2285  
Phone / Fax: (02) 4954 5227  Mobile 0412 671848 
email:  concordia@live.com.au  

DUTCH CONSULATE GENERAL 

SYDNEY N.S.W. 

Netherlands Consulate-General in Sydney - Level 23, Tower 2,  
Westfield Bondi Junction - 101 Grafton Street  
(cnr. Grosvenor Street) Bondi Junction NSW 2022 -  
Postal address: PO Box 261 - Bondi Junction  NSW  1355. 
Tel: (02) 9387 6644   Fax: (02) 9387 3962 email: syd@minbuza.nl 

Jan Mees           9787 1984          
Nel de Groot     4961 5270  
Anne Beckers   4951 3971 

Anne Stevens   4947 2471 
Mary King         4955 6451 
Anja de Hoop   4982 6730              

Mieke Gerritsen   4967 5579   
Emmy Wolthers   4954 8418 
Theresia Garner   4982 6650          

Anne Pelzer  4975 4062 
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C oncordia is anxiously awaiting the festive month of December. So much has  

happened in the last few months since our last issue. We had the greatest 

majority of our members renew their memberships, we even gained some new  

members, welcome on board. The AGM is also behind us and we have again chosen 

our current sitting President and Treasure to sit for another 2 years, a very sincere  

congratulations to all those hardworking committee members who once again are 

happy to give their volunteer support to our club. We also gained 2 new Committee  

members at our AGM, Anne Beckers and Anne Pelzer, welcome on board. We had a 

very pleasant and in general positive AGM. It was indicated that the way we perform 

and conduct ourselves was of the highest standard. With our new members and the  

existing ones, we will not let you down, thatôs our promise to you. Thanks to everyone 

for your trust and confidence given to us in the running of your Dutch Concordia club.  
 

On a sad note we had a number of beautiful people pass on to greener pastures during 

the past 12 months. So sad when we are at a function and miss those familiar faces in 

our midst. Iôm sure they are still with us in spirit as we celebrate our special functions 

while we still can. Our get-togethers are always very well attended and we are very 

surprised in how many people continue to turn up to meet & socialise with their Dutch 

and Australian friends. The atmosphere is electric and everyone goes home with 

beautiful memories of a great afternoon. Itôs the best present ever to ourselves and 

doesnôt have to cost the earth. Please continue to make every effort to attend. 
 

As most of you might know, your Concordia Editor and Secretary has been struck 

down with an aggressive Prostrate cancer. Iôm still dumbfounded that this could ever 

happen to me. It sure proves that everyone is a vulnerable person. I will certainly try to 

accept my fate and be positive whatever the future holds. I like to take this opportunity 

to thank all those that have written, phoned or left messages for a speedy recovery. 

Having many monthôs of hormone, radiation and chemo treatment ahead is something 

I donôt look forward to, all this in order to get rid of a rather serious situation. The 

latest verdict, as told by Professor Jim Denham of the Mater oncology department, my 

cancer score on the Gleeson scale rates 9 out of 10. Also Alice and Foppe Brouwer were 

both in and out of hospital lately. As you can see we have some very serious situations 

amongst our Dutch Concordia family, letôs hope and pray for a good outcome for all. 
 

As I mentioned at the start of this editorial we are approaching the festive month of 

December and all the festive celebrations and functions are in this latest Concordia 

issue. If you require any info, please donôt hesitate to contact us. We are a very 

cohesive committee and happy to oblige and assist with your questions. Please keep 

the sunny side, letôs hope that we can meet you at all our functions during December  

especially the arrival of St. Nicholas at Marmong Park and our traditional Dutch 

Christmas function at the Cardiff RSL, book early to avoid disappointments. This and 

more in this latest issue, full of information and fun, please enjoy - Eˍit˛ʞ 
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From the Presidents Desk - Toni Somerville  

Dear Members Ȣȟ The end of 2011 is fast approaching and Concordiaôs St. Nicholas 
day on the 3rd December is just a few more weeks away. St. Nicholas is our largest 

function of the year and a fun day for young and old. We had a fantastic rollup of 

children, parents, grand-parents and even great-grand-parents. We hope to see as 

many, maybe more this year. Everyone is most welcome to come and enjoy this old 

Dutch tradition which is totally free to attend. Letôs keep our St. Nicholas day in 

Newcastle alive and growing, this year for the 54th time. Last year we had around 

171 booked children, it was a delight to see all those children being called by our St. 

Nicholas. In total we estimated that we had around 400 people in attendance. The day 

was hugely successful. Please book your children early this year with our Secretary 

Joop. Thereôs so much organising involved to repeat another great day. All our  

enthusiastic committee members have already started to plan this event. We couldnôt 

have such a successful day without the help of our volunteers, they give happily and 

freely their time on such a big day. If you are able to help us on this day, even for 1 or 

2 hours, please contact Lucia, Joop or myself. Believe me, weôd love your assistance.  
 

Letôs also hope that lady luck is with us regarding the weather, please donôt forget 

the sunscreen hats and abide by the directions of our new regulations so successfully 

applied last year. Any obstacles like tents and sun screens can only be put up along 

the side paling fence, this is to avoid children tripping, falling and in general to avoid 

accidents. As usual there will be a large toy raffle, our famous ópoffertjesô (Dutch little 

pancakes) Sausage sizzle and more. Prices will be the same as last year. For those 

that are interested in the purchase of óBanketstavenò and ñgevulde speculaasò  please 

arrive early as they sell very, very quickly. Johanna and Henry Louwen will be there, 

like last year with their famous ósnow conesô and ófairy flossô van. They have promised, 

like last year, to donate all their profits to Concordia. Also our member Alex de Wit 

from the Chilly Factory is donating 10% of his profits to Concordia, these people 

including many of our members like Gerrit Brouwer of Butterwick amaze us with their 

generosity of freshly baked bread and a donation. Thank you all so very much, it all 

helps to offset our heavy cost for such a big day. Various drinks, bottled water, coffee 

and tea will also be available, all for the same price as last year.  
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Aaltje and Foppe Brouwer including their relatives 

and their many friends, itôs a very difficult time for them. Our October 8th function 

where we celebrated Concordiaôs 54th Birthday including a belated Fathers Day was 

as usual a very big success. Joopôs entertainment as always most enjoyable and with 

such variety of beautiful videoôs a delight to the eyes and ears. We had no voices left 

when we parted this huge celebration. I wonder what Joop has in store for our 55th 

anniversary. Until next time, please take care. Toni 

A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
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Een Sinterklaas Voorval  
 

E r was eens een heel arm jongetje die graag een nieuwe fiets wou hebben voor  

Sinterklaas. Zijn allochtone, gescheiden moeder kon die natuurlijk niet betalen 

en zegt tegen haar zoontje dat hij de Sint maar moest vragen om een fiets. Hij schrijft 

een brief aan Sinterklaas in Spanje om te vragen voor een nieuwe fiets. Er komen wel 

meer brieven voor Sinterklaas binnen bij de post, ze kunnen al die brieven natuurlijk 

niet afleveren en daarom openen zij die brieven. Na het openen, lezen ze die brieven 

en deze klonk toen w®l h®®®l zielig.  
 

ñLieve Sinterklaas, Hallo, ik ben Geert en ik ben 8 jaar. Ik wil h®®®®l graag een nieuwe 

fiets. Wij zijn illegaal in Nederland, mijn moeder is nu gescheiden en mijn vader is hem 

gesmeerd. We zien hem nooit meer en hij wil ook geen allimiditatie betalen. Daarom heeft 

mijn moeder helemaal geen geld meer. Ikke ben een h®®®l lief jongetje en help mijn moeder 

altijd en ben ook altijd zoet en lief enzovoort. Sinterklaas is heel erg rijk en een nieuwe fiets 

kost maar 150euro. Mag ik h®®®l alsjeblieft een nieuwe fiets? Dan bent u de allerliefste 

Sinterklaas van de hele wereld. Heel veel liefs, van een arm allochtoon jongetje.ò  
 

Ook andere jaren houden ze wel eens een inzameling voor zulke gevallen en dus dit 

jaar ook weer. De mannen van de post zijn zo ontroert van de inhoud van deze brief 

dat ze ook nu weer een inzameling houden. Ze zijn niet meer met zoveel personeel als 

vroeger en nu komen ze maar tot 134 euro. Dat was bijna genoeg dus doen ze het 

geld in een envelop en bezorgen de brief precies op 5 december bij het jongetje thuis. 

Het jongetje opent de brief, maar is teleurgesteld in het bedrag. Nu kan hij die fiets 

nog niet kopen en daarom schrijft hij weer een brief aan Sinterklaas. Een paar dagen 

later komt de brief aan op het kantoor en de mannen van de post, die gaan helemaal 

uit hun dak. H®®®®, mannen een brief van het jongetje dat we geld voor een fiets 

hebben gestuurd!!! Dan opent een van hen snel de brief en leest hardop voor.  
 

ñLieve Sinterklaas, hartstikke bedankt voor het geld voor een nieuwe fiets, u bent echt de 

allerbeste Sinterklaas. Maar ik kreeg maar 134 euro en kom ik dus 16 euro tekort en kan ik 

nu nog geen fiets kopen. Natuurlijk hebt u wel 150 euro gestuurd, maar die 16 euro  

ZULLEN DE ROTLUI VAN DE POST WEL GESTOLEN HEBBEN!!!ò 

%ÌØ ØÑÌäèÌ ÍÑÌâá È ä É
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ôGezelligheidõ  the Dutch way -  Part 2  

 

T he Dutch do all they can to make their homes gezellig, so that its occupants feel  

secure in them. And, one has to admit, many Dutch living rooms are extremely  

pleasant. This cherished homeliness is expressed in old-fashioned Dutch sayings such 

as óOost west, thuis best",  ñEigen haard is goud waardò and ñZoals het klokje thuis tikt, 

tikt het nergensò, which all amount to much the same as ñNo place like homeò Such 

maxims, engraved on little tiles, adorned the walls of many a living room until not so 

long ago. These tiles also bore profound nuggets of wisdom such as the brilliant 

óNobody has a programme for the concert of life; but most seem to have ended 

up in boxes in attics.  
 

One reason for this Dutch homeliness is the changeable climate, though it seems that 

the deep-seated urge to keep the country, densely-populated and hard-won from the 

sea, habitable has a part in it - people in countries with similar climates often pay 

much less attention to the d®cor of their homes. The still-cherished bourgeois ideal of 

order and tidiness can also be traced back to this. Lots of houses are paragons of 

decency. In centuries gone by, foreigners were often impressed by the diligence with 

which the Dutch took care of their living environment. According to some, these 

hardworking, neat people even scrubbed the pavements with milk. 
 

Whether or not the image of tidily-kept public spaces was ever correct, such spaces 

are now hopelessly soiled with litter. The Dutch are happy to leave the maintenance 

of the public domain to the relevant authorities, and they donôt throw any milk at all 

on the street; at best, the empty package. Separated waste collection, however, has 

been a great success in the Netherlands, and there are plenty of initiatives, mostly by 

local authorities, aimed at keeping the environment clean and ógreenô With slogans on 

litter bins such as ñKeep the neighbourhood cleanò; the wall tile has made inroads into 

public spaces. However, behind closed doors, the Dutchman will do all he can to 

keep his paradise tidy, and he doesnôt mind showing it. To the amazement of many 

foreigners, he often leaves the curtains open at night, as if to say óLook how fantastic it 

is for us here!ô Even so, the home is not a museum in which every fingerprint is taboo 

and visitors are prohibited from touching anything. The Dutch are usually informal 

and hospitable. The head of the family welcomes guests with a cordial óMake yourself 

at homeô However, this hospitality has clear limits: visitors are not expected to bluntly 

put their feet up on the table, eat all the biscuits or help themselves to beer from the 

fridge. 
 

In the past, the dining room table was the heart of the home. A well-used clich® was 

that after dinner the whole family would sit ógezelligô around the table, playing some 

traditional Dutch games under the light of a single lamp under the watchful gaze of 

the wall tiles. And if the gezelligheid was sufficient, it could run on late. óGezelligheid 

knows no timeô as another classic Dutch bit of wisdom.  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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But the games have made way for the television, which is put to great use in the land 

of the electronics pioneer, Philips, often in several rooms at once. And not without 

reason as the roughly ten Dutch TV channels are a great source of gezelligheid and 

amusement. It is no mere coincidence that the world-famous Big Brother, the mother 

of all reality-shows, is a Dutch invention. In the programmes wake, all channels 

started putting the óregular Dutch personô on the stage. Since then they have been 

plastered wall-to-wall with órealityô and óemoô TV and regular Dutch persons have 

been lining up to share their own squalor with the masses. broken familial bonds and 

leaking roofs, try to get to Beijing as quickly as possible while tripping over  

shoelaces, snack on delicious deep-fried crickets with endangered African tribes and 

allow themselves to be locked up in big houses by the dozen, as if it were nothing. 

Once there they gossip and provoke each other to breaking point, vomit over 

each other, sneakily do óitô together and get up to many more ógezelligeô antics. 

To be continued. Editor 

(Continued from page 6) 

Concordiaõs 54th Birthday Function 

 

W OW, what a fantastic Birthday party we experienced on Saturday 8th  

October. Officially we received bookings for 77 people. We also had some 

cancelations due to illness including a family re-union however in the end more than 

80 turned up to celebrate. The weather was fine and all arrived in a festive mood. 

The room was beautiful decorated by the committee and some wonderful volunteers.  

 

The President opened the function with a congratulatory speech. Time to eat, and boy 

can we eat. It was all very tasty as usual and after coffee, tea and for some perhaps 

stronger beverages we were ready to enjoy a great afternoon. Joop did a fantastic job 

and had us in the mood in no time. After the interval we had a special show by Lucia, 

Mary, Anne and Maria, these 4 girls delighted us all. All Fathers got a special present 

and after more of Joopôs delights, we all went home with a feeling that can only be  

described as ñEen Enorme Gezellige Middagò  
 

Thanks to all that made Concordiaôs 54th Birthday a big success. Your Committee 

Wat is het toppunt van goed je werk doen?  
 

Een patient wakker maken om zijn slaappil te geven.  

I have bad news  
 

The doctor tells his patient: "Well I have good news and bad news..."  The patient 

says, "Lay it on me Doc. What's the bad news?"  "You have Alzheimer's disease."  

"Good heavens! What's the good news?" "You can go home and forget about it!" 
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The òFestive Seasonó Specials starting to arrived at Bibina 
 

Come and visit us soon to enjoy the many special delicacies  
 

fully imported from around the world.  
 

We have many Dutch specials for the coming Festive Season.  
 

-  all Specials only until sold out -  
 

Love to see you all soon!  
 

Bibina also specialises in a variety of fully imported Dutch Cheeses  
 

Gouda Cheese, Edam Cheese, Maasdam Cheeseé.and much more! 

Cheeses for breakfast or lunch, delicious on a sandwich. Or just a 

little piece of cheese with a glass of wine -  a lovely treat! Ο 

Shop at Bibina for that special delicacy from any corner of the globe. 

355 HILLSBOROUGH ROAD - WARNERS BAY   2282 
Phone: 02-4954 6044  Fax: 02-4954 7299 

Trading Hours; Monday To Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday 8.30am to 4.00pm 

We have a variety of  
 

 Dutch Specials  
 

during  
 

November - December  

 

 

Come and check  
 

us out soon!  
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..v ω !ǎƛŀƴ ω /ŀǊǾŜǊȅ  
 

ω {ŜŀŦƻƻŘ ω 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ω  
 

ω  !ƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 9ŀǘ  ω 

Saturday 17th December 2011 - Cardiff RSL Club  
 

A very special Dutch Christmas function - A traditional Dutch Christmas day for all to enjoy/  
 

Our fee remains the same despite increases in RSL fees - Bookings essential.  

  
the afternoon includes the famous óEastern Tigerô - all you can  

 

eat variety meal - unlimited coffee and tea till  Ñ 2-00pm & all entertainment. 

 $ 17.00 pp - for current up to date Memberships - 2011-2012 

$ 20-00 pp - Non-Members - All prices quoted inclusive of GST 

 

Saturday  17th December  
 

Cardiff RSL  
 

IƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ �¶�(�D�V�W�H�U�Q���7�L�J�H�U�·��wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ 

5ƻƻǊǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǘ ммŀƳ - [ǳƴŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ммΦпрŀƳ 
!ǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƻǳǊ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ wŀƉŜ  
ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ  ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻƴΦ 
!ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŬƴƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǘ пǇƳ ǎƘŀǊǇ 

Great Food 

+ 

Gezelligheid 

= 

Concordia 

The Dutch Society /ƻƴŎƻǊŘƛŀ  
invites you to a combined  

Christmas Luncheon & Get -together  


